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U. S. DUCHESS
TAKES CHARGE

OF BIG ESTATE

Former Gladys Deacon, of Boston, Who Recently
Wed the Divorced Duke of Marlborough, Works
in Ficlds With Tenants and Manages Stock
Farm, Presiding at All Sales of Horses—Lady
Torpichen, Long Island Beauty, Opens Town
House in London—Two Daughters of Countess
of Fssex Take Up “Bachcﬂm Quarters” in

Belgravia,

By GERTRUDE LADY DECIES.

Special to Unilversal Bervice.

LONDON, Nov: 5.

MINIATURE Ziegfeld Follies made its appearance in
London West End this week with the pa.tronagt? of
the most prominent society people, when the “midnight

follies”

produced in the magnificent ballroom of the new

Metropole Hotelleaped into immediate favor. Now the ren-
dezvous of the smartest sets of Mayfair, directed by Jack
Haskett, formerly associated with Ziegfeld, bears the ear-
marks of the New York roof’s numbers and ensembles, but
all is new. Thursday night scores of Mayfair leaders wildly
applauded the production, which opens at 10 and closes at
12:30, with all the liquor that can be consumed. The cost
is $56 for entrance, with food and wine extra, but it is sold

out for weeks.

1 Duchess of Marlborough, for-
merly Gladys Deacon, of Boston,

hus gone back to the Jand with a
vengeance. Not content with taking
charge of her husband's stock farm
at Blenheim, presiding at all the
siles, and taking her own motion
pictures of the estate, she is now ac-
tively engaged as a laborer on her
own farms. The other day she
donned overalls and a straw hat
and joined the potato diggers and
worked the whole morning uproot-
ing spuds, in order to determine ex-
actly the working conditions of her
tenants with a view to deciding what
they would be paid. At the same
time she finds time Lo attend the
gmartest functions in London and

numerous house parties in the coun-

tryside.
L] - -

Sl EAKING of the Marlboroughs.
I hear that Madam Consuelo
Balsan, who recently divorced the
duke, is going to sell her million-
dollar London mansion, Sunderland
House, which was built for her by
her father, W. K. Vanderbilt, on the
occasion of her fir«t marriage. She
has not Hved there for the last six
years, the house being used by the
government for war purposes. It is
understood she has given up Eng-
land as a permanent residence, pre-
ferring Parls and the continent.

O daughters of Adele, Countess

of Essex, have gone to house-
keeping on their own account in a
commodious flat in Belgravia, where
they have select parties of young
people free from parental care and
responsibility. Lady Iris Capell and
her siaster Joan are regarded as two
of the most charming and accom-
plished young women In spciety,
numbering among their friends the
most fashionable and prominent
people of London, They frequently
enjoy the companionship of Prin-

cess Mary, while the young princes

have been known to show more than
passing interest in their social ac-
tivities. Lilke their mother, they
have a circle of American friends
who share their hospitality without
formality. Lady Essex was a daugh-
daughter of Beach Grant, of New
York.
- - L]

NOTHER addition to the Amer-

ican colony of Mayfair is due
when lLady Tobrpichen aloses her
Scottish estate at West Calder and
opens her town house at New Year.
During the war she remained in
Scotland, but now that things are
more normal, she ig coming South
permanently, and wil do Scotland
only during the season. Before her
marriage she was Miss Grace Pierce,
of Long lsland.

LADY RIBBLESDALE CREATING BIG STIR
BY ADVANCEMENT IN LONDON SOCIETY

Cholly Knickerbocker.

Regiatersed U, 8. Patent Office.
NEW YORK, Nov. b
HE New York smart set is al-
ways deeply interested in the
latest gossip about the ever-
fnereasing American colony in Lon-
don. and the other day when 1 hap-
pened to dine with a well-known
matron who has just returned from
an extended stay in the British
metropolls my hostess imparted a
bit of news which 1 am certain will
come @8 @ distinet surprise to the
New York-Newport colony.
Those with long memories—and
there are certuin people who never,
ecare to forget anything—will re-
member that Ribblesdala in
the days when she was Mrs. John
Jucob Astor, had anvthing but a
plensant career in metropolitan so-

Lady

clety, Not that the one time Ava
Willing was not a great favorite
with the “powers that be''—good-
ness, no: her beauty and wit made
her extremely popular  with the

“aloguntes,'

Domestic troubles, however, made
the former Mrs, Astor's life here In
New York nothing short of miser-
ahble, and some vears ago, when ahe
divorced the late Mr Astor and
went to London to live, Her numer.:
oun friends hoped her troubles were
over d

lLaady

and her lates
motherdn-law, the very Imperious
Mra. Willlam Astor, wera always at
loggerheada, Having been born to
great prestige as a member of the
Schermerhorn family, Mra. Astor
was of the opinlon every one should
baw to her wishes and obay hor com-
mands Laady Hibblesdaie was nlso
a member of an old and praminant
tamily, wus the msoclal
preatige of the Willings during the

SRl volgaiel days whal Mre. Joba

Riddleadnle

and so great

Jacob Astor looked upon her auto-
cratic mother-in-law as something of
a "newcomer'” compared with the
Willings.

There was never any love lost be-
tween the two Mrs., Astors, and the
Junior Mra. Astor refused to play
second fiddle to the matron who
ruled No. 840 Fifth avenue in such a
royal manner.

However, to proceed. Lady Rib-
blesdale's friends were doomed to
disuppointment. Her advent In Lon-
don soclety did not create even a
ripple of excitement. Certain influ-
ential London hostesses invited Mrs.
Astor to their parties, and her great
beauty in a way created much talk,

At that time Consuelo, the former
Duchess of Marlborough, who re-
centy became the bride of Jacques
Balsan, was the undisputed leader
of the American colony in Lon-
don. Mra. John Mackay, Clarence
Mackay's mother, was dividing her
time between the British metropolis
and the French capital, but she
ghared honors with the duchess,

The beautiful Mra, Astor was
deeply grieved over the cool recep-
tion she received In London, and to
this day a number of wiseacrea in-
siat that the late Barcn Astor, of
Hever Castle, was responsible for
the somewhat difffoult time Mra,
John Jacoh Astor had during her
firat years In the London amart aet.

The late lord of Hever Caatle waa
naver popular in England, despite
the fact that he gave huge sums of
monay-—derived from his vast hold-
ings here In New Yorks—to English
charities. The fesling agalnst the
exputrinted milllonalre extended to

Mre. John Jacoh Astor

T™ea Inttor, however, s hlessed
with no end of grit and determina
tlon, and she soon lald plane for a

loag Lalila, AL e baglagias of the

RINCESS CANTACUZENE, who spent much of her girlthood in Washington, is pass-
ing this winter here with her mother, Mrs. I-'reriert'ck Dent Grant, and hér daugh-

ter, Princess Bertha, will have her first taste of society in the Cuptrat
Htlt the daughter of Mrs. Richard S. Hill, and Miss Nancy Hoyt, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry M. Hoyt are two of the season's prettiest buds.
the daughter of Col. and Mrs. James B. Gowen, now stationed at Washington Barracks,
and was presented to society last winter,
delphia girl, who is a frequent visitor to Washington.

Miss Elaine English is a charming Phila-

Miss Eleanor

Miss Dorothy Gowen is
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world war a great Intlmacy sprang
up between the Duchess of Marl-
borough and Mrs. Astor. The for-
mer Included the latter in all her
Important charities, and In a short
tlime Mras. Astor became the second

lady of the American colony,
Shortly afterward It was notleed
that Lord Ribblesdale, who has so
frequently been  referred to as
“Great Britain's most picturesque
peer.,” begun paving marked atten-
tlon to the Dbeanutiful American
woman, and no one was surprised
when they were married,

Lord Ribblesdale
the mightliest soclal positions in all
England He ia a great favorite at
court, and has held many high gov-
ernment positions,

His wife soon became a prominent
figure In the very sst that had
looked askance at her when she first
attemptal London soclety, Some
months aftarward the that
the Ducheas of Marlborough would
enter aultAor divorca from her ducal
world,

possesses one of

newns

spouse was glvan out to the
Inasmuch e
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was surprised,
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Again fate played In the formar

Mra, Astor's hand, From belng ite

firat Indy of the Amerlean colony,
Lady Ribblesdale stepped into the
place vacated by the former Ducheas
of Marlborough, and my dinner

hoateas was bubbling over with an

thusiasm about Lady Ribblesdale's
Activitlies

She telle me the former Mius
Willing la the most tnlked-of womin
In la o, b iroukas, her hada,

even her complexion being writtan
D in the gmart magasines, Ehe

Mess. ELAINE ENGLIS
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glving a eerlea of reeal dAinner
partica during the soason and only
the super-exclusive are bidden to the
fonats

Little did we think in the old days,
when Ava Willing waas one of the
blushing Philadoiphin  debutantes,

that the day wonld arrive
would be tha moat
in lknglish society

when she
talkkad.of wormnua
Ier mother, the

late MNra, Fdward Willing, was &
vor ambitlousn woman, and many
voars ago, In her manslon on South
Droad s e i Vhitladelphia, sh«
mm‘[mlml that Ava would ecause a

sansation In moclety on both sides of
tha Atlantla,

‘COLLECTIVE VISITING'

YET BEING DISCUSSED.

Official Society
ested in Proposed
Reform of Cod e

THFJ proposal to extend the l'ya-

tem of “collective visiting" -
tried out In the case of the Cabinet
and the Henate ladles—to the Benate
and the House, has not been defi-

nitely vetoed. BSBome action will
probably be taken at the meeting
of the Ladles of the Benate on
Tuesday and It looks now as
though the motion would be voted
down. However, the proposition of
simplifying the social code s dear
to Mrs. Harding's heart, and I un-
derstand she is planning” some-
thing that will give the movement
a further impetus.

It it fallsa through it will be
largely by reason of the fear that
the wives of members of the

House, who have not such heavy
social obligations as the Cabl-
net matrons, might prefer to

cling to time-honored customs. To
my plaint that “something really
ought to be done to relleve the
women of offlelal life of lh.-Qurden
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of officlal calling,” one of the ladies,

who has been most actlvg in at-
tempting to put through the pro-

posed form in the calling code, re-
plled: “Yes, but they don't want to
be relleved!”

So there you have it in a nutshell.
The difficulty is, however, that some
of them do very much want rellef.
And untll there Is some general
agreement as to ways and means
they can't give up the ceaseless
round of leaving carda without run-
ning the risk of hurting the feelings
associates and becoming

of their
disliked.

The Cahinet ladies have not yet
formulated their plana for the win-
ter, but they are to talk things over
tomorrow at a meeting at the home
of Mra. Hughea. The supposition Is
that they they will act as a unit
rather than an Indlviduals, whereas
in the previous Administration the
Cabinet Indlea agreed to disagres on
certain subjocts and each went her

own way.
- L

Mra. Weeks, Mra, Denby, Mrs,
Hoover, Mra. Wallnce, Mra. Fall
and Mrs. Davia, with Mras. Hughes,
comprise the active feminine
memhbera of tha Cabinet eircle at
the pegent time. Misa Mellon, the

voung daughter of the Secretary
of the Treasury, although the mia.
treaa of hor father's house, has no
ambition to assume any official re-

gponsibllity aa a hoatesa

Mrs Daugherty, wife aof the
Attorney  General, s an Invalld,
whila Mre. Wi H, Hays, wife of
tha Postmaster Cenaral, s not In

Washington, or likely te be before
the, fivah of the e

Inter-

CURTAIN RISING
UPON ‘GREATEST

SHOW ONEARTH’

Three Rimgs Going—The Conferemce, Congress,
the Diplomats—All Will Bear Watching and It
Will Be Impossible to Keep an Eye on Every-
thing—Entertaining Begins, But Embassics
and Legations Are Marking Time—President

Celebrates Birthday.

By JEAN ELIOT

HAT a time—and what a town—to live in! Already
Washington is like the proverbial three-ring cir-

Cus.

In the center ring the conference is tuning

up. On one side the diplomatic corps is going strong, on

the other “domestic”

officialdom.

And the poor little

debutantes, who usually hold the center of the stage at
this season, are reduced to a brief mbment between

the more-important “turns”
for applause,.

And it's only just beginning!

in which to make their bid

When the performance

gets well under way it will be quite impossible to keep

an eye on everything.

Watch the conference—and the

gentlemen “up on the hill” will seize that moment to
put on something spectacularly interesting. Concentrate
on the diplomats and the women of official life, after
much talking, will suddenly make up their minds to do
something in the matter of making over the social code.

L] . L
0, by the time this “greatest
S show on earth” is over, one
ma;' have a very confused idea
of what it was all about, but a firm
conviction that it was good to have
had a ringside seat.

R the moment those who con-
cern themselves with the con-
fearence are engaged in welcoming
the incoming delegations and the
only entertalnment so far being
done for the conferees is In the
nature of preliminary skirmishing.
The Japanese Ambassador, Baron
Shidehara, postponed his reception
for the delegates from Nippon on
account of the tragic death of
Premier Hara. It was to have been
& man's party, given principally
that Japan envoys might have an
opportunity to meet and become
acquainted with the newspaper men
of Washington. And, although the
Secretary of State and Mrs, Huges'
dinner on Wednesaday evening wams
more or less “official,” being given
for the American delegates to the
conference, it was a small and
rather Intimate party.
e * e
Japanese and Chinese dele-
gations were the first to arrive
in their entirety, but the others
are slowly assembling. Some of
the Itallans are here and a group
of the Relgians. The delegation
from the Netherlands got in yester-
day—at any rate some of them
didl—and among them s an old
friend, Jonkheer von Starkenborgh-
SBtachouwer, who was at one time
attached to the legation here and
who |s married to Miss Christine
Marburg, of Baltimore, a great
favorite in Washington during the
Taft regime. Mme. von Starken-
borgh accompanies him.

The vanguard of the British
delegation reached New York early
in the week, but some of them,
notably Lord Lee of Farsham and
Lady Lea, to whose arrival Wash-
ington is looking forward with con-
giderable Interest, lingered on In
New York for a few days. They
are to stay at the Lafayette.

. L ] -

HE return of Dr. Wellington

Koo, who was transferred from
Washington to London after serving
here as Chinese minister for some
time, has a doublea interest becauss
he brings with him a bride acquired
since he went abroad. There is con-
slderable curiosity to see the new
Mrs, Koo, for she has been described
as a beauty and has had a great suo-
cess In London,

I have never been ahla to get the
littla Indy's connections  quite
straight In my mind—you may re-
member that the stories printed at
the tima of Dr. Koo's marriage were
hoth confused and confusing. But
1 bellave she has English connec-
tlona and am under the Impression
that her mother was married the
second time to an Englishman of the
Stralts Settlements.

There are two littla ladles who will
be hoatessea for the Chinesa delaga-
Mra. Koo and Mra, S3e, wifa of
minister to the TUnlted
Htates, and the contrast boetwoeen
them Is plguant, Mm. Koo wears
the amartest of Parialan frooks and
Mra. Bss clings to her ploturesgue
naiive owstmme S bad bt aee

tion,
the preaent

— ——

cently come out to join her hushand,
having lingered in England where
three of her children are in school
some time after Dr, Sze was trans-
ferred from London to Washington.
When Dr. Koo first came out to
this country he was hailed as the
yvoungest minister ever received here
and presumably he is the youngest
ambassador—now that he has been
given ambsacradorial rank for the
period of the conference. However,
from the look of him, Dr. Sze is not
much older and he, too, has been
made as ambassador just as our
delegates have had full plenipoten-
tiary powers conterred upon them.

- - L ]
HE embassies and legations are
marking time, most of them,

unti their delega®ons are complete,
and after that the deluge!

At the Japanese embassy, before
the premler's assassination. there
was a celebration of mikado's birth-
day. Emperor Yoshihito was actually
born on August J1, but that's
Japan's hot season when “every-
body’'s out of town,” so by imperial
decree the imperial birthday is offi-
cially observed on October 31, when
the weather i8 fine and the chry-
santhemums are abloom.

For many years it has been the
custom of the Japanese ambassador
at Washington to keep open house
on that day for the Japanese resi-
dents of Washington. And this
time the number of his visitors was
increased by the members of the
delegation who had already arrived.
In the evening there was a further
celebration at the new Nippon Club,
which is established in Mra. Howard
Nyman's house In Sixteenth street,

Two princes of the imperial house
of Japan also visited Washington
last week—H. 1. H. Prince Kacho
and H. 1. H. Prince Ennl—and were
recelved by President Harding at the
White Housa, They were in the
group of officers of the Japanese
training squadron, headed by Vice
Admiral Saito, who were escorted to
the White House by Ambassador
Shidehare. The next day they ali
went to Annapolis, and, after go-
Ing over the Naval Academy, were
entertained at luncheon by Rear Ad-
miral Henry B. Wilson, superintend-
ent of the Naval Academy, and Mra,
Wilson.

e e o
T the White House? Waell, the
President had a birthday—a

double anniversary, since it marked
the passage of one year from the
day when the people of the United
States sent him to the White Housa
with an overwhelming majority, Ha
spent the day working, lingering late
in his office, but the Whita Houss
ataff waa kept busy taking care of
telegramas and messages of congratu-
lationa from everybody conceivable,
from foreign potentates to friends
from “back home'" In Marion, Ohlo.
Presldent and Mra, Harding are
much glven to Impromptu dinner
partiea, and I had a hunch that they
would have guesats with them to
celabrate his birthday. But inquiries
ut the White Iouse all slicited the
same reply, “Why, no, thare's abso-
lutely nothing going on hare ftos
night,” The reason beoame phahy
when it developed that the Presi.
dent’'s birthday party was given aj
the home of Mn and Mre. Diwasd
Banie Mol aam e St of ME ol Mtk

4



